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Castle Otherhand
1s home to
all sorts of

oddballs, lunatics
and fruitcakes.
It’s just as well
for all of them
that they have

a secret weapon:

he’s called Edgar.

Castelul Altaméana
este casa tuturor
ciudatilor, scrantitilor
si saritilor de pe fix.
Noroc ¢i au o arma
secreta, pe nume

Edgar.




-

@IS ;ny beak wonky?

This is a question which vexes me more and more these
days, though I think it was almost ten years ago when I first
caught myself going cross-eyed at two thousand feet trying to
look down the length of my foremost extremity.

Now, vain bird that I am, I find myself squinting into the
ornate looking glass above the mantel in the dining room a
little too often, trying to establish once and for all whether my
beak is curved. It never used to be, not when I was a fledgling.
You could have drawn technical diagrams with the thing! It
was like a ruler! But now, ah now, I'm not so sure.

Qare am ciocul strimb?

E o intrebare care md framanti tot mai mult zilele astea,
desi au trecut mai bine de zece ani de cand gandul m-a palit
pentru prima oard, in inaltul cerului, facandu-ma sa-mi
cercetez, cu ochii incrucisati, iesitura din mijlocul fetei.

Acum, pasdre vanitoasi ce sunt, md surprind uitindu-
md un pic cam des in oglinda cu rama bogat impodobitd de
deasupra semineului din sala de mese, incercand sa-mi dau
seama, o data pentru totdeauna, dacd am ciocul stramb. Cat
am fost tandr, nu era. Puteai sa desenezi tabele cu el! Jurai ca-i

rigla! Dar acum... ah, acum nu mai sunt atat de sigur.
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It was on just such a pondering that I embarked one
fateful night that was to become the start of a most dreadful
and frightsome episode in Otherhand history. An adventure
so quiverful that I scare myself now to speak of it, and yet,
as guardian and custodian of all things Otherhand, relate it
I must!

I pecked the mirror one last time, just to give the old bird
in the glass a warning:

Keep your marbles, Edgar, and forget about your beak for five
minutes.
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La asta md gandeam in pragul acelei nopti fatidice, care
avea si marcheze inceputul unui cumplit si infricosator
cpisod din istoria Castelului Altaméana. O aventura atat de
inflordtoare, incat ma cutremur si acum vorbind despre ea,
si totusi, ca paznic si pdstrator al tuturor lucrurilor din
Altdmand, e de datoria mea sa o povestesc!

Am mai ciugulit o datd oglinda, cat sa-1 fac atent pe pdsaroiul
batran pe care-1 vedeam acolo:

Tine-ti firea, Edgar, si uitd mdcar cinci minute de cioc.
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‘Is the crow losing
(i

[ turned to see

Minty pointing a fork
at me. Something
dropped from the
fork on to the carpet

and Fellah was on it = ¥ 3 ==

like a flash.

‘Cudweed! Control your monkey; Solstice said, sighing.

‘Anything that hits the floor is his; Cudweed protested. ‘We
agreed!’

“You agreed, Solstice said, tutting.

It was Sunday evening, and the whole odd lot of them
were gathered at dinner.

Lord Valevine was at the head of the enormous dining
table. About a delicate stone’s throw away sat Minty, at the
other end. Between them, on a table that could have seated
forty with plenty of elbow room, were the other five members
of the Otherhand family.
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A innebunit cioara?

M-am intors si am védzut-o pe Minty aratand cu furculita
spre mine. Ceva din furculita i-a picat pe covor si Bdiatu’ s-a
repezit cat ai clipi dupd prada.

- Ciumafaie! Tine-ti maimuta aia in frau, a oftat Solstitia.
— Tot ce ajunge pe podea e al lui, a protestat Ciumafaie,
doar asa ne-am invoit!

— Tu te-ai invoit, i-a taiat-o Solstitia, tataind din buze.

Era duminica seara si toatd trupa de ciudati se adunase la
¢ing, in jurul unei ditamai mese.

Lordul Valevine stitea la un cap, iar la celdlalt, cam la o
azvarlitura de bit, era asezatd Minty. Intre ei, la 0 masa unde
ar fi incdput lejer patruzeci de persoane, se gdseau ceilalti cinci

membri ai familiei Altamana.
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Solstice and Cudweed, on opposite sides of the table, Fizz
and Buzz, clamped into high chairs and not crawling over
every conceivable surface, and Grandma Slivinkov, somewhere
in the middle, sitting bolt upright, partly because that was how
shed been brought up, but mostly because she was tied to the
back of her chair so she didn’t fall asleep in her soup. Something
had to be done about it after the fourth time.

Erau Solstitia si Ciumafaie, pe laturi opuse, Fizz si Buzz,
tintuiti in scaune inalte, ca sd nu se tarascd peste tot, si bunica
Slivinkov, undeva pe la mijloc, dreapta ca o lumanare, in parte
pentru ca asa fusese invitata de mica, dar mai ales pentru ca
era legatd de spétarul scaunului, ca si n-o mai ia somnul cu
nasul in supd. Se intdmplase deja de patru ori si trebuisera luate

masuri.
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Now while this seating arrangement was not entirely
convenient, it did at least mean that the various egos of the
family were separated by some good safe distances. And there
are always plenty of maids to run around with plates and
dishes and whatnot.

On some evenings, the distance between the diners gave us
lots of fun, and sometimes thered be much laughter as Lord
Otherhand would have me fly the salt cellar down to Lady
Otherhand, the weighty condiment clutched in my claws, and
then return with a celery fork held in my powerful beak.

Everyone would applaud these little feats of my skill, and
now and then for good measure, I'd throw in an extra trick
or two, like pretending to drop the finest crystal glass, only to
catch it again before injury occurred to either bird or beaker.

It has to be said that those days are less frequent.
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Sigur, nu era un aranjament perfect, dar avea avantajul ca ii
Linea pe toti la o oarecare distanta, ca sa nu se calce prea tare
pe bataturi. Si oricum aveau o gramadd de servitoare care sd
alerge de la unul la altul cu farfurii si feluri de mancare si mai
stiu eu ce.

Erau seri in care distanta dintre meseni era prilej de
distractie si cateodata se radea cu gura pand la urechi cand
lordul Altamana md punea sa zbor cu solnita pana la lady
Altamana; atarna greu, dar ma duceam cu ea stransa in gheare
51 ma intorceam cu un bastonas de telina in ciocul meu puternic.
[oata lumea aplauda aceste mici demonstratii de indemanare
si, din cand in cand, ca sé ii dau cu totul pe spate, mai ficeam
cate un truc, doud - de pilda, ma prefaceam cd scap un pahar
de cristal fin doar ca sd il prind in ultima clipa, fard ca eu sau
pocalul sa avem de suferit.

Trebuie spus insd ci asemenea seri sunt acum din ce in ce

mail rare.




